Letter to the Editor A simplified method for detecting fluorescent antibody to rotavirus: its application to sero-epidemiology Serological investigations into human rotavirus infections have involved the use of antigenically related non-human strains (Kapikian et al., 1975; 0rstavik and Haug, 1976) or rotavirus obtained from human faeces using complicated technical methods (Gust et al., 1977) .
By adapting a method previously described for the identification of rotavirus in faeces (De Silva and Marshall, 1977) , we have developed a simple technique of antibody detection using a human strain of virus as antigen and used it to study the spread of rotavirus in the community.
Two hundred and sixty-three samples of serum from patients, mainly inpatients, in the Bedfordshire and North Hertfordshire areas were screened for rotavirus antibody at a dilution of 1:4. Monolayers of pig kidney cells (strains IB-RS-2), grown on Teflon-coated slides as previously described (De Silva and Marshall, 1977) , were inoculated with a faecal extract containing sufficient rotavirus to produce 10-15 infected cells per disc when harvested after [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] hours' incubation at 37DC. Infected discs of cells were treated with serum dilutions for 30 min at 37'C, washed with phosphate-buffered saline (PBS), reacted with FITC-labelled sheep anti-human IgG conjugate for 30 min, again washed with PBS, and counter stained with Evans blue. They were examined using a Leitz Dialux microscope with iodone quartz illumination.
The results are shown in the Table. Although the numbers are small, the results are broadly in agreement with previous reports from large conurbations (Kapikian et al., 1975; Middleton et al., 1976; 0rstavik and Haug, 1976) , indicating that infection occurs very early in life, 90 % of children in the 5-9 years age group possessing antibody. 
